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IN VACATION. 



Hope for Sinners. — Judge Key, of the Court of Civil Appeals of 
Texas, in a recent opinion, holds out hope for sinners in the courts 
as follows: "With some exceptions, created for reasons of public 
policy, the courts are open to every one who has a complaint to 
make; and it is immaterial whether he be Jew or Gentile, Christian 
or pagan, saint or sinner. Therefore, while the courts will not aid 
in the enforcement of a contract that violates the written law of 
the state, or contravenes public policy, the mere fact that it incident- 
ally appears that a plaintiff has thus offended will not defeat his 
right to a recovery, which otherwise he would be entitled to. Sin- 
ner though he may be, the law will redress his wrongs, though his 
adversary be a saint (which, however, is not the case in this in- 
stance). Sainthood is not a prerequisite to entering the portals of 
the courts; and if it were few litigants (and perhaps no lawyers) 
would enter therein, and the judges could go fishing as often as they 
heard the call of the waters. Nor will it be amiss to say (as pro- 
bably will be said) that if such test should be applied to the bench, 
many judges (including this writer) would be 'recalled;' for it is 
here and now frankly conceded that the adoption of such test would 
create more vacancies than the bar could furnish saints to fill." 
Heidenheimer v. Beer (Tex. Civ. App.), 155 S. W. 352, 356. 
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All book reviews are by the Editor in Chief unless otherwise ex- 
pressly stated. 



Index and Directory of Virginia Law: Being a Complete Index to 
The Virginia Law Register (I to XIX), The Code and Acts of 
Virginia (1887 to 1914), The Constitution of Virginia, and 
a Complete Directory of Annotations in the "Trinity Set," 
L. R. A., Virginia Reports Annotated, and Virginia Law Reg- 
ister with Methods and Costs of Obtaining Charters, Rules of 
Practice, Canons of Ethics, Court Calendar and Official Direc- 
tory and Complete Tables of Statutes Amended or Repealed, 
Statutes and Constitution Construed, Decisions Overruled, Ques- 
tioned, or Decided by Divided Court, Addresses Before Virginia 
State Bar Association, Leading Articles in Virginia Law Journal 
Forms, Fees, etc., by Sam N. Hurst, author of "Hurst's Guide & 
Manual"; "Hurst's Annotated Virginia Digest" (9 vols.); Hurst's 
Index to Virginia Reports"; "Hurst's Va. & West Va. Crimi- 
nal Digest"; "Hurst's Annotated Constitution"; Hurst's Form 
Book for Virginia Attorneys"; Hurst's Annotated Pocket Code 
of Virginia." Pulaski, Virginia Hurst & Company, Law Pub- 
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lishers, 1914. Price in red morocco, flexible in covers, $10. De- 
livered. 

The profession in the State of Virginia is already indebted to 
Mr. Sam N. Hurst for the industry and painstaking care which he 
has evinced in the publications which are mentioned in the head- 
ing of this review, but the debt which they have previously owed 
to him sinks into insignificance by the obligations under which he 
has put the profession by this most admirable volume. Professor 
William M. Lile, of the University of Virginia and former editor of 
the "Law Register," has often expressed to the reviewer the great 
need of an index to the "Virginia Law Register" and urged that such 
a volume should be prepared. The natural modesty of the "Register" 
prevents our setting out in full the tribute which Mr. Hurst in his 
preface pays to this journal, but we may be pardoned for saying 
that we thoroughly agree with him that "The 'Virginia Law Reg- 
ister' is one of the most valuable sets of law books the Virginia 
practitioner can possess and is a, repository of the best legal thought 
of the Bar." Buried in its pages are the opinions of some of the 
ablest lawyers of the State of Virginia and some of the best anno- 
tation work that can possibly be done, but a great deal of this has 
been absolutely lost, owing to the fact that there was no general 
index to the volume. Mr. Hurst's work now puts in easy reach the 
wealth of matter which the nineteen volumes of the "Register" 
contain. An examination of this index in connection with the vol- 
umes must convince any one that nobody could have done the work 
better than Mr. Hurst. The "Register" is not only indexed but re- 
indexted, and yet there are no needless repetitions or cross-references. 
Each legal subject is completely indexed under its own proper head- 
ing and the system of cross-indexing is so clear and concise that the 
busiest lawyer can find what he wants in the briefest time. The in- 
dex to the Constitution, together with its amendments, is, like the 
index to the review, alphabetical and sub-alphatical, and the an- 
notations to the constitution show plainly what changes have been 
made and cited under analytical headings all cases construing both 
the old and the new provisions and the discussions on the subject 
in the "Register." The practitioner will find also in the volume the 
methods and costs of obtaining charters and fees brought up to date, 
the rules of practice, ethics, etc., and a court calendar and official 
directory giving all the officials in the State of Virginia. 

Probably one of the most valuable features of the book is the 
matter given in Part 8 under "Tables of Statutes, Decisions, Forms, 
Fees, etc." The author has a right to be proud of the excellent 
work done under this head. 

We cannot commend this work too strongly, not only to the Vir- 
ginia lawyer who is fortunate enough to possess a complete set of 
the "Virginia Law Register," but also every practitioner who will 
in a short while find after he begins to use it, that it is absolutely in- 
dispensable. 



